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Introduction 
The Village Hall, Playing Field and Pavilion in Acomb are currently managed by three 
independent Charity Commission Registered Trusts. The Sole Trustee of each of the Trusts 
is Acomb Parish Council.  

None of the Trusts is run as a commercial business and each one is subsidised by Acomb 
Parish Council. 

Acomb Village Hall is leased to Acomb Village Hall Trust from a landlord in Canada. The 
lease is set at a peppercorn rent and is valid until 1st April 2049. The Trust is an independent 
legal entity, regulated by the Charity Commission and a Trust Deed dated 2nd December 
1963.  

Acomb Playing Field (and all the facilities, other than the Pavilion) is owned by Acomb 
Recreation Ground Trust. It was donated to the Trust on the 2nd December 1963 by the 
landlord of the Village Hall. As with the Village Hall, the Trust is an independent legal entity 
and the Sole Trustee is Acomb Parish Council, in whose name the land is registered with the 
Land Registry. 

Acomb Pavilion is owned by Acomb Playing Field Pavilion Fund (the third Trust). The land on 
which it was built was sold to the Trust by Acomb Recreation Ground Trust on 20th August 
1970. The Pavilion was built by local people and funded by public subscription. The Sole 
Trustee of this Trust is now Acomb Parish Council. 

Whilst various Management Committees of Residents of Acomb have operated as 
Management Trustees of these assets over the years, because of lack of use, lack of public 
interest or inability to fund them, they have all been transferred and registered to Acomb 
Parish Council as Sole Trustee.   

The Parish Council is now in the process of renovating some of the assets. A Multi-Use 
Games Area (MUGA) is planned for the tennis court site and the Pavilion is being 
refurbished to provide much needed WC’s for the field and MUGA. In addition, there are 
plans to redevelop the interior of the Village Hall. All these improvements are being funded 
by Grants from external bodies. Some community fund raising may be required. 



Developments 
Acomb Village Hall 

 

In December 2018, a Feasibility Study into the options for the development of the Village 
Hall and the Pavilion was carried out by Ainsworth Sparks Associates (Architect). The study 
was funded by My Community grant funding.  

Following much discussion of the study within the community, Acomb Parish Council funded 
the development of realistic, detailed architectural plans to refurbish the Village Hall. These 
were, produced in early 2020, by Ainsworth Sparks Associates. The works include the 
installation of a new kitchen between the current halls, servicing both halls. They also 
include new toilet facilities and lobby area and the removal of the stage in the large hall. 

The cost of the works is around £188,000 and some considerable effort has been made to 
raise grant funding for the total amount. Grants have currently been offered by Catherine 
Cookson Charitable Trust, Acomb WI and Acomb Parish Council. Unfortunately, much of the 
other fund-raising work has been unsuccessful. Potential Grant Funders often wish to see 
commitment from communities towards this type of development, before making offers 
themselves. Whilst the Parish Council has offered a contribution to support the development, 
this is not necessarily seen as community commitment. Therefore, efforts should be made 
during the next year to establish some form of public fund-raising, by events, sponsorship or 
other means, whilst pursuing further grants. 

Because of the lack of funding at this stage, the changes to the Village Hall are unlikely to 
commence before late summer 2021. 



Acomb Playing Field Pavilion 

 

Early in 2020, the Architect (Ainsworth Sparks Associates) also drew up plans for the 
refurbishment of the Pavilion on the Playing Fields. These include exterior renovation, new 
toilets (including Accessible facilities) and access paths. 

Funding has been fully achieved for this project, thanks to Cllr Trevor Cessford (our 
Northumberland County Councillor), Avant Homes Ltd (Birkey Heights Developer) and 
Acomb Parish Council.  

A few details have still to be determined, but it is planned that this work should go ahead 
before Easter 2021. 

Acomb Recreation Ground (Multi-Use Games Area) 

This is a separate Trust from the Pavilion.  

The MUGA project to refurbish the Tennis Courts was initiated by A4A, after the 2015 
Community-led Plan identified a desire for refurbishment of the facilities. A scheme was 
developed in partnership with the Parish Council, to design a MUGA on the site of the Tennis 
Courts, gain Planning Permission and raise grant funding with grants from Northumberland 
County Council and Sport England.  

However, when an expert committee (formed in Sept 2020) reviewed the proposals and took 
stock, concerns were identified around hidden and unresolved costs. Ultimately the project 
has been found to be under costed and may well require significantly more funds. 

In addition, a significant number of issues were raised in the questionnaire distributed to 
every resident in October 2020. Concerns were raised around Floodlighting, Noise Level 
Protection, Parking, Toilet availability and Fee Charging indicating that the Community is not 
united in the scope of this facility. Questions have also been asked of the Trust, about 



whether or not the facility should be primarily available, at minimal cost, for the residents of 
Acomb.  

Consequently, a new Options Appraisal is to be commissioned to determine the viability, cost 
effectiveness and usage of the proposed MUGA. This study should be carried out during the 
first quarter of 2021 and will be followed by further public consultation, tendering and further 
fund-raising activities. 

The Trustee is committed to building a MUGA and it is likely that the development will take 
place in 2021. The Trustee is currently working towards a thorough investigation of the 
options, before consulting residents around an achievable project, which will be genuinely of 
benefit to the community. 

Transfer of Trusts to new Charitable Incorporated Organisation (CIO) 

During the past 18 months, Acomb Parish Council (as Sole Trustee of the three Trusts) has 
been considering transferring the Trust activities and the Trust Assets to a new independent 
Trustee. A new independent body, a CIO (Acomb Community Association) has been set up. 
Subsequently, it has been established that, for complex VAT reasons, it would not be 
possible to transfer any of the developed assets for at least 4 years, without incurring 
significant unbudgeted taxation. In addition, there are indications that by taking up some of 
the grants, the Trustees may not be able to transfer the assets to any other body, for 25 
years. We are investigating this issue further. 

However, it will not be possible to transfer any of the assets, in the near future, without 
incurring significant cost to the community. 

Norman Robson 

For Acomb Village Hall Trust, Acomb Recreation Ground Trust and Acomb Playing Field 
Pavilion Fund. 
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